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From the Editor

Seeking 
Satisfaction
Sean Burton

“Excellence requires work, time,
experience, and talent.”

—David Brooks, New York Times,
7 December 2017

David Brooks’ missive sounds pretty 
straightforward, does it not? With 
a sustained effort of “work, time, 

experience, and talent,” all will be achieved. Well, 
anyone reading this column knows that simply 
is not the case. It is true I am taking Brooks’ 
quote a bit out of context, and I will refrain 
from besmirching this journal with political 
commentary, however his words spoke to me as I 
read them a few months ago. How many college 
and university choral conductors do you know 
that are entirely satisfied with every aspect of 
their professional life? I cannot name one, though 
many, if not most, strive to make their situations 
as artistically fulfilling as possible. Publication 
remains a powerful vehicle of expression, an art 
unto itself, and excellence in writing certainly 
“requires work, time, experience, and talent.” To 
that end, please consider mining your doctoral 
research and submitting your finest scholarship 
to TCS straight away. 

Volume 7, Number 1 of TCS includes three feature 
articles. Jace Saplan urges us to thoughtfully 
consider inclusivity of transgender singers in the 
choral rehearsal. Bryson Mortensen offers his 
research concerning Edward Elgar’s early editing 
process of From the Bavarian Highlands. Vaughn 
Roste explores Michael John Trotta’s Seven Last 
Words and its Carnegie Hall premiere. In addition, 
several book and choral reviews round out the issue. 

Finally, we bid adieu to Peter Durow and thank 
him for his years of service as the inaugural editor 
of our Recording Reviews column. Interested in 
serving as a TCS Associate Editor in charge of 
recording reviews? Contact me. 

—Sean Burton
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“Hard work is not punishment. Hard work 
is the price of admission for the opportunity 
to reach a sustained standard of excellence.” 
—Jay Bilas

It’s a busy t ime of year…I’m just so 
overworked lately.” After listening to several 
versions of the aforementioned missive in 

recent weeks, and thinking it myself from time 
to time, I am compelled to posit a question. Isn’t 
it always busy for most professional musicians, 
especially those whose primary area of activity 
concerns the choral arts? On a personal level, 
working hard remains my mantra, though 
perhaps working forward is the more accurate 
expression.

To merely assert that NCCO is growing would 
be a gross understatement. Our organization 
is exploding and we will need even more 
engagement from the membership, with regards 
to TCS, and myriad other endeavors. Please 
consider yourself already invited to the party as 
we forge forward into the future.

Volume 5, Number 2 of The Choral Scholar features 
Matthew Bumbach’s guide to Josef Rheinberger’s 
Op. 64 Maitag: Ein lyrisches Intermezzo No.1 
Früh Morgens, William Kempster’s assessment 
of Pierre de la Rue’s Missa Pourquoy non, James 
Brown’s study of Tarik O’Regan’s Triptych, and 
an interview with Craig Hella Johnson by Jos 
Milton. As always, the authors have provided 

a wealth of information through their extensive 
original research.

Our work in music criticism continues to 
stimulate as well. Andrew Crow’s Book Reviews 
column, Peter Durow’s Recording Reviews 
column, and John Hughes’s Choral Reviews 
column all offer useful material for those of us 
in the sphere of collegiate choral conducting. 
To that end, if you have recently authored a 
book, produced a recording, or published a 
new performing edition, please send it to us for 
critical review.

A final note concerns engagement once more. 
When you receive an email, text message, or 
phone call seeking your individual involvement 
in NCCO, “Just Say Yes!”

—Sean Burton
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